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Protecting children from child labor is a complex issue, and it 

starts by addressing the economic pressure on the family, 

which can often be the reason for sending a child to work. 

MERATH’s local partners recognize the seriousness of this 

issue, and are seeking to respond. A core component 

of MERATH’s work has always been basic needs assis-

tance, partnering with local churches in the Arab world to pro-

vide vulnerable Syrian families with food, winter items, fuel 

and other necessities. Because child labor is often a coping 

strategy a family turns to when they have no other option, 

such assistance can make the difference between a child 

having to work or having the opportunity of education. 

Read our blog article and discover how Faycal could 

get back to school thanks to the basic needs assis-

tance provided to his family by the local church.   

BASIC  NEEDS :                                                                                 
PROTECTING CHILDREN STARTS WITH FEEDING THEIR FAMILY 

 

 

Faycal is 11 years old. After he lost his 

brother and his house in an attack, his 

family had to escape to another part of 

Syria. Since then, their situation severely 

deteriorated. His dad was injured in the 

head and became paralyzed, and his 

mother lost her job. There were times 

the family did not even have bread to 

eat. 

Faycal felt responsible and decided to 

leave school to find a job. He then    

started working in a car wash and repair 

store. He worked hard to help his family, 

which really had no other option at that 

time. 

Someone from a local church in Syria 

met Faycal at the car wash, visited his 

family, and started helping them with 

monthly food parcels and blankets and 

warm clothes for the winter. Thanks to 

this assistance, Faycal is now back in 

school, as he should be! He will continue 

his study and hopefully live a normal 

childhood.  
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