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This new academic year, families have enrolled more than 

1,600 children in the nine education centers we are supporting 

in Lebanon. In Syria, our two child friendly spaces will continue 

to welcome an additional 370 children. This September, 

MERATH worked with our partners to organize several train-

ings and workshops on education, child protection, and psy-

chosocial support for our Lebanese and Syrian educators and 

teachers. These were great opportunities to bring together 

partners that are doing similar work and provided a place for 

collaboration, knowledge sharing, and encouragement to im-

prove the quality of work across projects.  

“The sessions were very interesting and useful, and it was 

great meeting with the other participants. We left feeling     

encouraged and better equipped”, said George, coordinator for 

the child friendly space we support in Damascus. 

INVEST ING  IN  OUR P ARTNERS :                                                                                 
READY FOR THE NEW ACADEMIC YEAR! 

 

 

In 2015, I was attending a MERATH 

training about child friendly spaces, and 

I really felt a calling to start such a      

program with my church near               

Damascus. Through the CFS, we are 

able to reach around 200 children with 

much needed psychosocial support- 

based activities and games. We also 

have meetings and trainings for parents. 

With children from different                

backgrounds, the CFS has now become 

a huge symbol of hope for the future of 

our country. Those children are learning 

coexistence; how they can get to know 

each other and live together in a         

respectful way.  

Working with kids has really touched 

me. They open up to us about their    

feelings and their daily lives because 

they feel safe with us. A girl I had just 

given crayons for a craft activity started 

crying and told me she had seen       

crayons on TV but never actually held 

any. I was speechless. It made me      

realize how in need the families we help 

are.  

 

Read our blog article and discover George’s full story  

https://merathlebanon.org/2018/09/28/getting-ready-for-the-new-school-year/
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LIVELIHOODS :  REAPING A FRUITFUL HARVEST 

 CHILD P RO T EC T ION : PROUD OF OUR LITTLE GRADUATES 

The 60 two-to-five-year-old children in our "Little 

Friendly Space" in the Bekaa valley graduated 

this September. Pride and joy was all over their 

faces, and ours !  

15 of them, who turned six, are now enrolled in 

one of our education projects in the area, where 

they will learn English, Arabic and Math.  

BASIC  NEEDS : LONGING FOR HOME, UNCERTAIN TO RETURN 
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MERATH, through local partners, implements relief and development projects 

for thousands of refugee and internal ly displaced families                                     

in Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq 

www.merathlebanon.org information@merathlebanon.org 

Our pilot agriculture project in Syria has 

helped 200 vulnerable farmers get back to 

their fields, and cultivate the land with all their 

energy. The results exceeded our expecta-

tions. The harvest season has been very good 

and it gave an entire community dignity back 

and hope in the future. 

Read more about this complex context we are 

working in.  

Displaced Syrians are finding it even more      

difficult to make ends meet. They are more              

vulnerable than ever and are confronted with  

increasing pressures to go back. As much as 

some might long for their home, returning  can 

be as or even more uncertain than staying where 

they have sought refuge. 

Read more about this project and discover 

how Manal, a widow, was reunited with her 

young daughter through it!    

Like and share to make them even prouder   © MERATH 

MERATH is the relief and development arm of  LSESD. MERATH and LSESD benefit from the support of MEBO,     

a 501(c)(3) corporation that coordinates efforts among our US friends.  

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=966141426905726&id=473271416192732
http://www.merathlebanon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MERATHLebanon/
https://twitter.com/MERATHLebanon
mailto:information@merathlebanon.org
https://merathlebanon.org/2018/10/01/a-time-for-planting-and-a-time-for-reaping/
https://merathlebanon.org/2018/09/10/longing-for-home-uncertain-to-return/

