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This new academic year, families have enrolled more than 

1,600 children in the nine education centers we are supporting 

in Lebanon. In Syria, our two child friendly spaces will continue 

to welcome an additional 370 children. This September, 

MERATH worked with our partners to organize several train-

ings and workshops on education, child protection, and psy-

chosocial support for our Lebanese and Syrian educators and 

teachers. These were great opportunities to bring together 

partners that are doing similar work and provided a place for 

collaboration, knowledge sharing, and encouragement to im-

prove the quality of work across projects.  

“The sessions were very interesting and useful, and it was 

great meeting with the other participants. We left feeling     

encouraged and better equipped”, said George, coordinator for 

the child friendly space we support in Damascus. 
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READY FOR THE NEW ACADEMIC YEAR! 

 

 

In 2015, I was attending a MERATH 

training about child friendly spaces, and 

I really felt a calling to start such a      

program with my church near               

Damascus. Through the CFS, we are 

able to reach around 200 children with 

much needed psychosocial support- 

based activities and games. We also 

have meetings and trainings for parents. 

With children from different                

backgrounds, the CFS has now become 

a huge symbol of hope for the future of 

our country. Those children are learning 

coexistence; how they can get to know 

each other and live together in a         

respectful way.  

Working with kids has really touched 

me. They open up to us about their    

feelings and their daily lives because 

they feel safe with us. A girl I had just 

given crayons for a craft activity started 

crying and told me she had seen       

crayons on TV but never actually held 

any. I was speechless. It made me      

realize how in need the families we help 

are.  

 

Read our blog article and discover George’s full story  

https://merathlebanon.org/2018/09/28/getting-ready-for-the-new-school-year/

