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Overview 

• As of August 13, the Beirut port explosions had resulted in the death of 178 individuals and injured over 
6,000 others, while 30 remained missing, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA).i As of August 15, Lebanon had 8,442 cumulative cases and 97 associated deaths caused by 
COVID-19, according to the World Health Organization (WHO).ii Lebanon is experiencing community 
transmission of the pandemic, and approximately 30 percent of cases do not have a well-defined source of 
infection.iii The relaxation of COVID-19 precautionary measures following the explosion raises the prospect 
of higher transmission rates in the coming weeks, according OCHA.iv  

• For more information on the current situation, please see OCHA’s Sit Rep #4 here.  

 
MERATH Response to Date 

• Since August 5, MERATH’s local church and community partners have been working to help affected families 
clean up debris from the explosion. 

• From August 6-8 and August 10-14, MERATH’s partners delivered up to 1,000 hot meals each day.  

• On August 10, MERATH received funding to provide 200 blast-affected households in Beirut with a 450,000 
Lebanese Pound multi-use voucher (approximately $117 USD) through 8 local church and community-based 
partners. Voucher distributions will begin in the coming week.    

• MERATH is currently collaborating with Integral Alliance members and other donors to raise funds. Priority 
projects include food vouchers, shelter rehabilitation, hygiene kits, psycho-social support, pre-positioning 
winter blankets, and a winterization program. 

• On August 11, MERATH launched a flexible rapid response fund for partners to obtain quick access to any 
supplies and materials needed.   

• A Search and Rescue (SAR) team from Hungarian Baptist Aid visited Lebanon from August 8 to 12. The SAR 
team conducted health consultations for migrant domestic workers injured from the blast in Nabaa on 
August 9 and led an emergency response training for 9 partner representatives on August 11.  

• MERATH has provided 90 food boxes, soap and masks to families and individuals staying at the Arab Baptist 
Theological Seminary (ABTS) guesthouse. More people affected by the explosions are expected to arrive 
the week of August 17. 

• MERATH continues to coordinate with various sector working groups. The Food Security Sector Working 
Group met on August 10 and 12 and the Shelter Working Group met on August 17. 

• MERATH held a partner meeting on August 7 to encourage coordination between partners and 
communicate its willingness to support existing and potentially some new partners. Following the meeting, 
MERATH created sector-specific WhatsApp groups to facilitate coordination. 

 
Reports and Needs Assessments 
Multiple needs assessments remain ongoing. Recent reports include the following: 

• UN Flash Appeal: Lebanon. August 2020, located here.  

• ACTED – “Beirut Blast Rapid Needs Assessment Report”, August 7, 2020, located here.  

• ACAPS Report – “Emergency Operations Centre Beirut”, August 12, 2020, located here. 
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https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/lebanon-beirut-port-explosions-situation-report-no-4-13-august-2020-enar
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Lebanon%20Flash%20Appeal%20FINAL%2014%20Aug%202020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/beirut-blast-rapid-needs-assessment-report-karm-el-zeytoun-karantina-bourj-hammoud
https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/emergency-operations-centre-beirut-assessment-analysis-cell-analysis-affected-areas

