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Overview 

• As of August 25, the Beirut port explosions had resulted in the death of more than 180 individuals and 
injured over 6,500 others, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).i  

As of August 27, Lebanon had 14,248 cumulative cases and 139 associated deaths caused by COVID-19, 
according to the World Health Organization (WHO).ii Lebanon is experiencing community transmission of 
the pandemic, and approximately 30 percent of cases do not have a well-defined source of infection.iii  

• For more information on the current situation, please see OCHA’s Sit Rep #7 here.  
 
MERATH Response to Date 

• MERATH distributed 200 multi-purpose vouchers, COVID-19 prevention leaflets, and reusable masks to 10 
church partners in Beirut on August 19. As of August 27, partners were finalizing distributions to blast-
affected populations. All masks were hand-crafted by women trained through MERATH’s sewing livelihoods 
programs.    

• On August 26, MERATH and a Tearfund UK representative visited a blast-affected beneficiary household in 
Mar Mikhael.  

• MERATH continues to finalize its response plans for the port explosions after weeks of discussions with 
partners and other organizations and participating in sector working group meetings. Priority program areas 
are food assistance, hygiene kits, and pre-positioning winterization assistance. 

• MERATH is collaborating with Tahaddi's sewing atelier to make and pre-position blankets for distribution 
as part of its upcoming winterization program. 

• Please see MERATH’s website for more details on response activities to date.  
 
Reports and Needs Assessments 
Multiple needs assessments remain ongoing. Recent reports include the following: 

• July-August 2020. Save the Children. “Urban Greater Beirut Household Economy Analysis (HEA) Scenario 
Analysis.” Available here. 

• 25 August 2020. ACAPS Emergency Operations Center Beirut Assessment and Analysis Cell. “Analysis of 
Humanitarian Needs in Greater Beirut.” Available here. 

 
i August 25, 2020. Lebanon: Beirut Port Explosions. Situation Report No. 7. 
ii August 27, 2020. WHO Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Dashboard.  
iii August 27, 2020. WHO Lebanon Daily COVID-19 Brief. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Beirut%20Port_SitRep%20No.7.pdf
https://merathlebanon.org/what_we_do/beirut-explosion-response/
https://lebanon.savethechildren.net/sites/lebanon.savethechildren.net/files/library/HEA-Full%20Report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20200825_acaps_situation_analysis_beirut_explosion.pdf

