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Overview 

• As of August 28, the Beirut port explosions had resulted in the death of more than 180 individuals and 
injured over 6,500 others, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.i  As of 
September 9, UNICEF reported that around 1,000 children were injured as a result of the explosion and 
approximately 100,000 witnessed their homes get completely or partially destroyed.ii In addition to this, it 
is estimated that up to 600,000 children might suffer from some form of psychological distress and shock.iii 

• As of September 24, Lebanon had 31,778 cumulative cases and 328 associated deaths caused by COVID-19, 
according to the World Health Organization (WHO).iv As of September 8, around 51% of COVID-19-
dedicated regular beds and 69% of COVID-19-dedicated ICU beds were occupied.v 

• For more information on the current situation, please see OCHA’s Sit Rep #12 here. 
 
MERATH Response to Date 

• MERATH has added 1,000 food vouchers to its ongoing food security program that partners will begin 
distributing primarily to blast-affected households in Beirut starting this week. The project will continue 
through March 2021.  

• MERATH continues to actively participate in weekly Food Security Sector Working Group coordination 
meetings while MERATH’s partners are coordinating with other churches and organizations at the local level 
to reduce the duplication of assistance. 

• MERATH is finalizing the supplier selection process and procurement of 3,500 hygiene kits. More than 20 
partners will distribute the kits to blast-affected populations in Beirut, as well as beneficiaries of MERATH’s 
ongoing food assistance programs across greater Beirut, Bekaa, Mt. Lebanon, and North governorates.  

• On September 10, MERATH held a meeting with four church partners who have been actively involved in 
shelter repair in order to explore opportunities to support their ongoing work. MERATH will hold a follow-
up meeting with the church partners in the coming weeks. 

• Please see MERATH’s website for more details on response activities to date.  
 
Reports and Needs Assessments 
Recent reports include the following: 

• 13 September 2020. Lebanon: Multi-Sectoral Needs Assessment - Post-Incident Household Assistance. 
Available here. 

• 10 September 2020. Beirut: Child Protection and Psychosocial Needs Assessment Report. Available here. 

 
i August 28, 2020. Lebanon: Beirut Port Explosions. Situation Report No. 8. 
ii September 9, 2020. Lebanon: Beirut Port Explosions. Situation Report No. 10. 
iii Ibid 
iv September 24, 2020. WHO Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Dashboard.  
v September 9, 2020. Lebanon: Beirut Port Explosions. Situation Report No. 10. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Beirut%20Port_SitRep%20No.12.pdf
https://merathlebanon.org/what_we_do/beirut-explosion-response/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/migrant%20worker_follow%20up_aid.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Child_Wellbeing_Assessment_Reports_TDH_IT.pdf

