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BEIRUT EXP LOSION :
THE LAST STRAW
On top of everything Lebanon was already going through, the
Beirut explosion shocked everyone and was the last straw for
poor and vulnerable inhabitants living near the port. For many
of the 300,000 people made temporarily homeless by the
explosion, their damaged homes may have been the only
thing they had left.
After an emergency meeting with our local partners in Beirut
to coordinate our joint response, we first helped distribute hot
meals to blast-affected people in Beirut. In the first two
months after the explosion, we also distributed 2,200 food
vouchers, ordered thousands of hygiene kits, and started
working on a rehabilitation project to help families repair their
damaged homes.
Recovery will take time and require sustained efforts. As the
people who experienced the explosion are heavily traumatized, it won’t only be about rehabilitating homes, but also
about comforting hearts and helping restore hope.
.

Meet Hagop*
We don’t have any other place than this
apartment. We have no choice but to stay
here. People are working to rehabilitate
the building, but it will take a lot of time
and winter is around the corner. When it
starts raining, I bet water will infiltrate all
the building and the apartments.
The church has given us vouchers that
we used to buy food from the supermarket. They were also so kind as to give us
a new refrigerator and a new oven, since
ours were not working anymore since the
explosion. Some people from the church
are also cooking for us every day and
bringing hot meals for us to eat.
I don’t know how long this situation is
going to last and how much we can take,
especially at our age. The little savings
we had are stuck in the bank and not
worth much anymore anyway.
Still, we are thankful, because
God protected us!
* Name changed
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More about Hagop and our
response to the Beirut explosion

F OOD ASSISTANCE : IMMEDIATE RELIEF
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The first days following the explosion, we
provided our church partners in Beirut with
7,800 ready meals to distribute in Beirut. As
many of the blast-affected households were
already struggling financially because of the
economic crisis Lebanon is going through, we
also distributed 2,200 multipurpose vouchers to
help vulnerable blast-affected households
stand back on their feet in these difficult days.
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Like and share

MEANWHILE : ANTICIPATING LONG TERM CONSEQUENCES
The Beirut explosion mustn't make us forget
about the other crises we were already
responding to, and among these the COVID-19
pandemic. This coming quarter, we will continue
to massively distribute hygiene kits in Lebanon
and Syria to help vulnerable families protect
themselves from the spread of the disease.
We will also prepare for our winter distributions
in both countries.
Read more about our COVID response to date
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MEET OUR PARTNERS : BROTHER DAVID
“With the Lebanese economy falling apart and the
hyperinflation the country is suffering from, the
situation is worsening for everyone in Lebanon.
Not to mention the recent explosion in Beirut that
left us all in shock. If God wasn’t with us, we would
be utterly devastated. But we have a living hope in
God. And that is what encourages us and lifts our
spirit. We see no hope in this situation except in
God.”
Meet brother David
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MERATH, through local partners, implements relief and development projects
for thousands of refugee and internally displaced families
in Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq
www.merathlebanon.org

information@merathlebanon.org

MERATH is the relief and development arm of LSESD. MERATH and LSESD benefit from the support of MEBO, a
501(c)(3) corporation that coordinates efforts among our US friends.

