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Father Nicolas 

Read more and help spread some light 

It is hard to believe that the Syrian uprising started 10 years 

ago. This is an anniversary we wish we did not have to com-

memorate. As the situation for families affected by the war 

keeps on getting darker, God’s light keeps on shining even 

brighter through the relief ministry of our partner churches.  

The Syrian civil war killed hundreds of thousands and          

displaced millions of families internally or to neighboring 

countries. Most of them are still unable to go back to their 

homes and villages, and their situation is not getting any     

better. Our local church partners, compelled by compassion 

and deep conviction, have selflessly and tirelessly responded 

to the needs of vulnerable families affected by the war. 

Through their steady and holistic support, God’s light keeps 

on shining brightly and on drawing more and more people to 

Him, from all backgrounds.  

SYRIA - 10  YEARS  ON                                                                                  
THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS 

“The relief ministry enhanced 

the image of the church.           

It helped us become a        

lighthouse in our area and 

strengthened our witness.  

In very dark circumstances, we 

pray and work to remain    

messengers of hope.  

We have no idea what           

tomorrow holds and         

chances are it will keep on 

getting worse, but we are 

hopeful that our civil war will 

stop at some point, so we can 

build our country back.         

Until then and as long as we 

are able to hold on to what we 

have in God, we will be OK.   

We need to always keep        

on smiling. God is good. 

https://merathlebanon.org/2021/03/15/the-light-shines-in-the-darkness/
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WELCOMED WITH OPEN ARMS  

“This country can no longer handle us refugees. 

After 10 years, I feel like an unwelcome guest. But 

in the church’s learning center, we are welcomed 

with open arms. My children have been enrolled 

for a few months only, but I am already impressed. 

They seem very happy and their behavior im-

proved. The teachers tell me that my daughter is 

very smart, so I want to keep on educating her. “ 

WINTER WARMTH  
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“The visits from the church team give me 

strength, joy, and hope in this difficult time. 

They treat us as if we were family. They are 

sincere, gentle in listening, happy to help and 

give. They don’t discriminate between families. 

I feel comfortable to tell them everything that 

worries me, and it comforts me to know they 

are by our side. They helped restore my dignity 

among my peers in society. “ 

Winter hit Lebanon and Syria hard in January and 

February, bringing heavy rains, hailstorms, and 

snow at higher altitudes. As many vulnerable 

families in both countries lack indoor heating, we 

are thankful for our local partners who have 

reached almost 10,000 families with winter 

items this season and helped rehabilitate 100 

homes damaged in the Beirut explosion, among 

other much-needed assistance. 

MERATH, through local partners, implements relief and development projects 

for thousands of vulnerable families in Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq 

THE CHURCH RESTORED MY DIGNITY 

Read more  
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MERATH is the relief and development arm of  LSESD. MERATH and LSESD benefit from the support of MEBO,     

a 501(c)(3) corporation that coordinates efforts among our US friends.  
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Meet Rabih 
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