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Meet Samar*  
We don’t wish to anyone what we 

have been through as Syrians,       

and we feel so sorry for the       

Ukrainian people. War in any      

country is always a disaster.  

I pray that God gives them all          

the strength they need                     

because I know how much they            

are suffering right now.  

I pray that their suffering                      

doesn’t last as long as ours.                

It has been 11 years for us, and             

I can’t say that we got used to it,    

but we definitely grew much             

stronger in the process.  

God stayed by our side and helped 

us keep going, also sending help 

through organizations like yours so 

we can stand on our two feet.   

* Partner  in Syria  
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This past month and a half were marked by the Russian       

invasion of Ukraine. In Lebanon, Syria, and Iraq, we know too 

well what it is to experience war and care for refugees and   

internally displaced people, and our hearts break for the     

people of Ukraine. We have also witnessed the devastating 

impact of international sanctions on entire populations,       

especially the most vulnerable, and we know that many      

Russian families will suffer as a result. Finally, we are deeply 

concerned by the far-reaching repercussions this new crisis 

will have on food security and fuel prices in our region, where 

humanitarian needs have never been higher.  

The images and reports from Ukraine triggered painful memo-

ries for many Syrians, who sadly commemorated the 11th anni-

versary of the Syrian uprising. What began in March 2011 as a 

peaceful protest quickly became the decade-plus long Syrian 

civil war. We are left to feel like the tragedies of the past are 

bound to repeat themselves and we are reminded that this 

bad old crazy world we live in is indeed completely broken.  

Within the brokenness, we long for that time when Jesus will 

make all things new, and we believe He has already started. 

Isn’t the start of spring the best symbol of it? Every year, our 

God allows for a new cycle of life, flourishing, and fruit bearing. 

Because He rose from the dead, He makes us new creatures 

when we believe in Him. He renews our faith and strength 

when we grow weary. He gives us the privilege to be agents of 

renewed hope as we share with others about His love 

and demonstrate it in practical ways.  

 

MAK ING ALL THINGS NEW                                                                                  
IN A BROKEN WORLD  

Read more about the far-reaching                

impact of the Ukrainian conflict 

https://merathlebanon.org/2022/04/06/not-again-lord/

