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TWD YEARS, LATER

LEBANON STRUGGLES TO RECOVER

Two years ago, the Beirut port explosion damaged or ‘ ‘ *
destroyed the homes of 300,000 people, left more than 200 %m%ﬂrﬂl\

people dead, and injured 7,000. When this catastrophe hap-

pened, Lebanon had already been going through months of Soon after the blast, MERATH came
mass protests, the collapse of its economy and banRing sys- alongside us and helped us distribute
tem, and the COVID-19 pandemic. cooked meals to migrant domestic

) ) ) workers who had been hurt in the blast.
These overlapping crises required a long-term response. For In time, we were blessed with many

more than a year and a half, we supported 20 churches and other items and we gladly supported
community-based partners in Beirut as they responded to the hundreds of women.
needs of over 6,000 households around them.

Many of these women came, wanting to

In the process, God opened many doors for them to build new Rnow who are these people helping
meaningful relationships and strengthen their practical during these difficult times, and who is
Christian testimony. Although humanitarian needs have never this God that they are serving?

been higher and the worse is still to be expected, they contin-
ue to hope and pray for the best, determined to remain salt
and light to the vulnerable in their midst.

Even though we are providing many
services to the women, they still need
all the help they can get because the
economic situation is getting worse.

I What keeps me going is seeing the
difference Jesus makes in their lives.
! want to continue being a part of it.

Please pray that we will not grow weary
and that we would be renewed, so that
we can renew the lives of these women.

*Partner in Beirut
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https://merathlebanon.org/2022/08/04/two-years-later-lebanon-struggles-to-recover/

REFLECTING ON THE PAST TWO YEARS

We askRed some of our church partners to reflect

on the Beirut explosion and the months that S ¢ BEIRUT
followed. Despite the trauma and the challenges, {

they were able to see God at work and are thankful g i ' EXPLOSIO N
for the many opportunities He opened for them to .

be messengers of hope. Watch the video and read
below about two families who found renewed

hope in the midst of many trials and sorrows. AN
Watch video :

WE TRUST GOD HAS BETTER PLANS FOR US

“We believe that even after all this sorrow and
hardships, there will be happiness and relief. | feel
liRe | have become very close to Jesus. | am now
100% sure that He is with us and that He listens
to our prayers. All this time we used to ask our-
selves why we haven’t gotten the chance to travel
somewhere else. But now we trust that God has
better plans for us. Our lives are His, and He
should do what He sees fit for them.”

Read full story

THE LORD WILL PROVIDE

“My faith and the support from the church
changed my life. We have been through a lot of
difficult times, but thank God for the church and
the people there that stood by us. | believe that
God is with us because He has been speaking
to me. | tell my children and my husband that
despite all the trials, God will not leave us be-
hind. Our role is to pray, and the Lord will pro-

vide. Nothing is impossible for Him.” 2 “ \ ’ i
Read full story T e
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MERATH is the relief and development arm of LSESD. MERATH and LSESD benefit from the support of MEBO, a
50I(c)(3) corporation that coordinates efforts among our US friends.
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https://merathlebanon.org/2022/06/27/we-trust-god-has-better-plans-for-us/

